
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

BURGER BULLETIN APRIL 2017 

Mary O’Neill, Director 

Joe Valdivia, Assoc. Director, Lynn Sossi, Assoc. Director 
28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 

http://www.gardencityschools.com/BurgerSchool.cfm  
 

Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 

gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 

students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 

opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

                 
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Apr. 10 –  Return from Spring Break 

Apr. 11 –  Night Riders vs. Staff; Basketball game 

                  Garden City  Middle School Gym, 

                  6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Apr. 14 –  No School 

Apr. 17 – Report Card/Progress Report Day 

Apr. 21– Women's club – Spa Day L'Espirit 

                9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Apr. 28 – Forgotten Harvest –  Men's and Women's 

                Club 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Apr. 28 – Autism Awareness Walk; BTC to 

                Douglas 3 – 4 Campus 

Apr. 30 – Autos for Autism meeting, Golden 

                Feather Restaurant; 3:00 pm 
 

 
 

Tigers Opening Day 
 

by Maziko Chimbayo 
 

In April the Tigers games are back. Their first 

game is at the Chicago White Sox field on 

April 3
rd

. Opening day at Comerica Park 

baseball field is on Friday, April 7
th

. The Red 

Sox will play the Tigers at 1:05 pm. Hopefully 

they will get to the playoffs this year.  
 

 
 

 
 

Bottle and Can Drive 
 

Garden City Library is conducting a returnable 
bottle and can drive to help raise money for 
the new library. BTC students are collecting 
them from Farmington 5 – 6 campus and the 
Maplewood Center. They are returning them 
to Kroger as well. All donations appreciated. 
 

 
 

 BASA Blog 
 

Time to renew our Kroger rewards information. 
This program brings money in on a quarterly 
basis. Autos for Autism next meeting is 
scheduled for 3:00 pm on April 30th at the 
Golden Feather Restaurant on Ford Road in 
Garden City. Look for additional information in 
your student’s back packs. 
 



 

 
 

National Garden Month 
 

by Branson Bellamy 
 

You don’t have to be a farmer to envision 
a beautiful garden in your own yard. 
 People of all ages enjoy the hobby of 
gardening.  Gardening is more than just a 
hobby to me-it’s an art in the making. 
Foreseeing a garden paradise in your yard 
can be peaceful.  Whereas doing the 
actual work can be vigorous.  Kneeling 
down and getting your hands dirty in the 
soil can be the worst and most unfun part. 
Tending to a garden is what I would 
describe joyous, but diligent at the same 
time.  It’s one of those things where you 
have to be committed and dedicated to 
your work. 
The good thing about gardening is there is 
an array of flowers, fruit plants, and 
vegetable plants to work with.  In order to 
compose and maintain a healthy, well-
growing garden, research would be the 
first step.  The more research, the better 
off your garden will be.  Healthy gardens 
make everyone a happy gardener. 
In addition to tending to vegetable/flower 
gardens is tending to lawn care.  During 
spring and summertime, often times, 
people will get out their lawnmowers and 
cut their grass.  Eliminating the height of 
your grass is a stress-free way to enjoy 
the nature of your yard. 
There are a handful of stores that 
specialize in gardening and lawn care. 
 For example, Ace Hardware, Lowes, and 
Home Depot.  In addition to plant and 
lawn care, there are also stores 
specializing in novelty lawn things, such 
as decorations, gnomes, and hangers. 
 Even if you don’t want to plant fruits and 

vegetables, flowers are a great, beautiful 
option for everyone, even the non-
gardening enthusiast. 
It can be adventurous to play around with 
various annuals.  Just watching these 
flowers transform through their different 
stages is fun, breathtaking, educational, 
and peaceful.  Taking time from your busy 
day is worth it to appreciate your beautiful 
yard and all the living things this summer. 
 Have a great season. 

• Hostas 
• Impatiens 
• Fuchsia 
• Wax begonia 
• Elephant ear 

Examples of annuals that grow well in the 
sun are 

• Zinnia 
• Petunia 
• Lobelias 
• Bidens  
• Periwinkle 

 
 

Autism Awareness Month 
 

By Aaron Grove 
 

Autism Awareness Month is about light 
it up blue! It is about having walks at our 
school to support all the people who 
have autism and of course a mild form 
of autism such as Asperger Syndrome. 
Asperger Syndrome is a developmental 
disorder which is characterized by 
significant difficulties in social interaction 
and nonverbal communication, along 
with restricted and repetitive patterns of 
behavior and interests. 
This milder autism differs from other 
ASDs by relatively normal language and 
intelligence. 



The exact cause of Aspergers is 
unknown. The exact cause of autism 
altogether is unknown. Some people 
believe it runs in the family, but nobody 
really knows for sure if it really does or 
not and there is no cure for autism 
either. 
Some autistic kids and adults improve 
very much in areas like coming long 
ways with social skills and of course job 
training skills and learning to pay bills. 

We want to make sure all our special 
needs people including those of us at 
Burger School have some support 
because we know all people should be 
treated the same as everyone else. 

 
 

“Easter Around the World” 
 

By:Joseph Wirick 
 

Easter is a special holiday where the 

resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth is 

celebrated by Christians around the 

world, often with egg hunts and parades. 

Many countries celebrate Easter. In 

Australia, children receive eggs from the 

Easter Bilby, which is a marsupial-type 

creature whose ears resemble those of a 

rabbit. In Salfeld, Germany, the people 

decorate a special tree with beautifully 

colored eggs. In the country of France, 

chefs cook up a gigantic omelet that is 

enough to satisfy the hunger of an entire 

town. This tradition dates back to when 

Napoleon demanded a giant omelet to be 

prepared for him and his army after 

enjoying the culinary delight. 

Polish-Americans celebrated what is 

called Dyngus Day where they danced 

joyfully to Polka music and feasted on 

Polish cuisine and of course have a 

festive parade. In the Norwegian 

country, the people celebrate Paaskekrim 

(Easter-Crime) by reading mystery 

novels or watching crime shows on TV. 

In Florence, Italy, there is a colorful cart 

that is dragged through the streets by 

white oxen where it is loaded with 

fireworks which are ignited by a 

mechanical dove to become an elaborate 

fireworks display. Another celebration in 

Germany is called the Osterbrunnen or 

the Easter fountain where it is decorated 

with painted eggs, hens, and rabbits. 

And finally in Washington D.C in 

America, they have an Easter Egg Roll 

every year on the White House lawn. 

Children participate in fun activities like 

rolling their eggs, storytime and a visit 

from the Easter Bunny. 

No matter where you are around the 

world, there is always a fun and special 

way to celebrate the joy of Easter. 
 

 
 

AEDs Donated to Burger Buildings 
 

When it comes to your chances of surviving 

a cardiac arrest, having the proper life 

saving equipment available is a priority.  An 

Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 

provides the only treatment for a sudden 

cardiac arrest and is a must in all public 

buildings, including schools. 

Burger Baylor and Burger Transition Center 

are very fortunate to have received an AED 



through the generous donation of the 

Kimberly Ann Gillary Foundation.  AEDs 

are used to treat sudden cardiac arrest 

(SCA), a condition in which the heart 

suddenly and unexpectedly beats irregularly 

and normal pumping of blood no longer 

occurs.  An AED is a portable device that 

checks the heart rhythm and can send an 

electric shock to the heart to try to restore a 

normal rhythm.   

The Kimberly Ann Gillary Foundation is a 

charitable foundation established by the 

parents of Kimberly Gillary in her memory. 

The mission of their foundation is to ensure 

that every Michigan school has at least one 

AED and staff members who are trained in 

CPR and the use of an AED. Their daughter 

Kimberly, suffered an SCA while playing 

water polo at her high school at the age of 

15.  She was given CPR immediately, but 

her school did not have an AED. Sadly, she 

did not survive.  Her chances of surviving 

would have greatly improved had there been 

an AED in her building.  

Thanks to the generosity of the Gillary 

family and their foundation, our Burger 

buildings are now equipped with an AED in 

each building.  The Burger staff are offered 

CPR/AED training throughout the school 

year by the school nurse who is an American 

Heart Association trainer.  We will also start 

conducting AED drills twice a year.  Staff 

are now able to respond to a sudden cardiac 

arrest quickly and effectively until EMS 

arrives, increasing the person’s chances of 

survival.   

The AED at BB is located in the lobby of 

the building outside the nurse’s office and 

the AED at BTC is located down the main 

hallway outside their nurse’s office. We 

hope we never need to use our AEDs, but 

knowing we can help save the life of a 

student, staff, parent or visitor having a 

sudden cardiac arrest is priceless. 

We are forever grateful to the Kimberly Ann 

Gillary Foundation!!   
 

Have safe and healthy spring break! 
 

Deana Makled, RN -  Burger Baylor 

Janet Taylor, RN -  Burger Transition Center 

 

 
  PANDORA:THE WORLD OF AVATAR  by Brandon Davis  Pandora. It is a world of wonder, terror, and the unthinkable. This fictional planet from the all-time highest-grossing film Avatar was the inspiration for the next theme park land at Disney's Animal Kingdom in Walt Disney World Resort. Like the film, it will have floating mountains, extraordinary alien creatures, and bioluminescent plants. Also, there will be many attractions that will defy the laws of gravity and physics. In early 2011, James Cameron was approached by Bob Iger, the C.E.O. of the Walt Disney Company regarding to have an Avatar-themed attractions at Walt Disney World and they originally had planned to put it at Disney's Hollywood Studios, but Tom Staggs suggested create a newly designed “land” at Disney's Animal Kingdom to improve the park's attraction roster. Construction began in 2014 and things get interesting they created some unusual features, such as the bioluminescent plants (which will glow in night time), motion technology which allow plants to respond to the touch, some floating mountains, and even a big planet. You'll  see some elements from the 



first Avatar movie as well as its upcoming sequels. Two major attractions include Avatar: flight of Passage, where you'll learn to fly with a mountain banshee and Na'vi River Journey, a boat ride attraction showcasing the native fauna and flora of Pandora, featuring some animatronics and small drops. Other new land features include several restaurants, food and beverage stands, stores, and some amazing hologram projections.  If you think it amazing enough during the day, you'll be even more amaze at night with all the illuminating colors and visuals. For those who want to travel to the mysterious planet of Pandora and meet the Na'vi, you might want to be prepared for this summer's vacation, because Pandora: The World Of Avatar will open on May 27th,2017.     
 

 

 
 

Founder’s Day 
 

by Student Council 
 

On February 15th, Student Council went to a 

banquet hall for the Hometown Spirit 

Awards. The Student Council members that 

went were Brandy Angell, Gabrielle Kreza, 

Michael Lomas, and Eric Hein. They were 

all nominated by Ms. Libby Korpal, and Ms. 

Tiziana Cristerella. There was a food line, a 

drink bar, and even a raffle drawing. The 4 

members of Student Council each got their 

own awards. The awards were for leading 

with a positive attitude (includes experience 

within and outside of formal school life). 

People who attended this year’s Hometown 

Spirit Awards had a fun time, and got to be 

with some of their friends. Student Council 

wishes you the best of luck for next year’s 

nomination. 

 

 
 

Happy Spring from your speech teachers 

here at Burger Transition Center! 
 

Spring is finally here and our students seem 

to be more vocal than usual. Upon request of 

a classroom teacher, a Voice Volume Scale 

has been created to encourage appropriate 

voicing during our student’s school day. 

This scale is based on a similar scale used in 

district and was modified from an on-line 

version to meet our student’s needs by 

including pictures along with words. The 

Voice Volume Scale can be found posted in 

the hallways and many teachers classrooms. 

We are also using a smaller size for one-on-

one communicative interactions. 

 
 


